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I have been a part of the Messianic movement in Israel since 1987.  Over these years, we have seen many changes within the movement as well as within Israel society, including the attitude toward the Gospel.  Israelis are much more open today to receive the New Testament, or a portion of it, than they have been in the past. Each year, it seems that people are more open than the year before.  However, the population is still not responsive to the Gospel in great numbers, and opposition by certain groups is showing a trend toward better organization as well as toward more militancy. In looking over the movement in the past few years, there are several emerging trends that seem to be coming into focus.
One trend I sense within the Messianic Movement is a growing cooperative spirit and a willingness to set aside small differences in order to move forward with the Gospel.  In years gone by, congregations tended to have territorial attitudes.  However, in recent years a growing number of congregations are not only accepting of other congregations in their area, but are actively seeking to help plant new congregations as part of their core strategies.  This is an encouraging sign indeed. There is still great diversity in the Body of the Messiah in Israel, but the Body is seeking to embrace this diversity while struggling to define the limits of accepted beliefs based on God’s Word. 
Another trend in Israel today is the increasing media attention the Messianic movement is receiving.  Rarely a month passes without a major news article or TV program that deals with Messianic Jews.  To be sure, some of the coverage is negative, but much of it is neutral or even positive.  Twenty years ago, few in Israel knew that there were Jews who believed in Jesus.  However, today much of the population is aware of Messianic Jews and often admits to knowing a Messianic, or at least knowing someone that knows a Messianic Jew.  
I believe that much of the change is due to a boldness that is found in this generation of Messianics.  Many proclaim their Faith boldly among their families, friends and work places and many are able to bring seekers from these groups to a home group, congregation, youth group etc. The new leadership rising up in Israel are second, even third generation Believers.  They seek to know their rights as Israelis and use this as a leverage to proclaim the Gospel.  The leadership of many organizations that were once run by expatriates are now run by Israeli believers as they rise up to take their role of leadership in the Messianic movement.  We now have a number of Messianics serving as lawyers, licensed counselors, professors, doctors and other professions in influential offices in Israel. There is a sense that this generation of leadership is growing to be bold and yet sensitive, fearless and yet humble before the Lord, clever in setting new strategies and yet trusting the Lord to give wisdom.  
The use of technology among this generation of Believers is changing rapidly.  There is much material (music, testimonies, preaching, scriptures, etc.) developed for the internet, CDs, ipods and other type of digital media that are done with a high standard of excellence. Many are hearing the gospel through YouTube, chat rooms and other non traditional methods.  A number of congregations and other organizations have excellent web pages to reach out with the Gospel and have used media campaigns to help steer seekers to their sites where follow up is initiated.  However, there is still an understanding that at some point, the Gospel must be communicated face to face. 

We continue to see the important role of Children’s Camps, Student Conferences, Soldier Conferences, Intense Discipleship programs like Lech lecha, Higher education opportunities like Israel College of the Bible and the multitude of programs carried out by or sponsored by congregations in the land. All of these are critical for building strong believers, as well as developing the next generation of leaders.
One challenge that I see on the near horizon for congregations is the transition of immigrant congregations toward Hebrew.  Though I believe there is great value for such congregations to be able to worship in their mother tongue and cultural expression, the youth and children of these congregations will naturally grow in their desire to be “Israeli”.  If they are not able to find it within their congregation, there will be a tendency to find a more “Israeli congregation” or to gravitate to the secular “Israeli” world.  Sadly, we have seen many over the years that simply drifted into this “secular Israeli world”.  
In short, there are many challenges that the movement has faced in the last several years, including persecution from without and divisions from within.  However, in spite of this there remains an overall sense of unity, while all avenues of spreading the Gospel continue to be explored.   Slowly, the movement matures and raises up a generation that will be better educated, better equipped, and hopefully continue to be more effective in sharing the Gospel and spreading the Good News. 
